Veda - The Word Divine

The word Veda is derived
from the root vid, meaning
knowledge. It is interesting to note
that the word science is also
derived from a Latin root which
means knowledge. Knowledge is
strength, power, a sacred wealth,
source of fearlessness, saviour
from the birth-and-death cycle of
samsara and finally the Bhagavan
himself   in   its   absolute
(attributeless) form. The Veda,
which is received from times
immemorial through the spoken
word, is to be understood as a
pramana, a means of knowledge.
Not only the general public, but
also the orthodox scholars
generally would like to just believe
in Veda as a sacred revealed word,

SwamI Tattvavldananda SaraswatI

Coimbatore

rather than understand it as a
pramana. More often than not they
proclaim that Veda is apauruseya
and stick to this concept out of
belief and conviction rather than
awareness. It is to the credit of
Swami Vivekananda that this
wonderful     concept    of
apauruseyatvam is rationalised in
his epoch-making address to the
Parliament of Religions and put on
a firm pedestal of understanding.
True knowledge (trikalabadhitam
jnanam) is never created; it is only
discovered. Like even Isvara,
knowledge has no beginning. If
knowledge were to have a
beginning, then Isvara has to be an
ignorant being (ajnani) before that
beginning.  This  ridiculous
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